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TALK LIKE SHAKESPEARE 

 

Directions: Working with a partner, use the following Shakespearean words to write a skit. You may select one 

of the background contexts provided, or create your own, with approval from your teacher. Make sure to name 

the speaker before each line, as in a play. Here are the contexts to choose from:  

- talking with a friend about asking out a girl/guy 

- planning a surprise party with a friend 

- discussing with your friend, something that happened at lunch yesterday 

- discussing an incident that happened at the (insert sport here) game over the weekend 

 

Words to use in your skit: (Check off as you use each one!) 

hie = hurry   thou = you (subject)  soft = wait a minute  ergo = therefore 

aught = anything  thee = you (object)  hath = has    tarry = wait, remain 

wherefore = why  thy = your (possessive) ay = yes   hither = here 

ere = before   doth = does   nay = no   ‘tis = it is 

withal = nevertheless  marry = indeed  art = are   I pray thee = please 

in sooth = in truth  fie, fie = (when expressing disapproval or distaste)  cur = a dog (insult) 

ado = difficulty  want-wit = fool  sirrah = (addressing male inferior) shall = must 

aught = anything  naught = nothing  enow = enough  betimes = quickly 

gramercy = thank you  methoughts = I thought anon = right now         beshrew me = curse me 

When in doubt, add –eth to the end of verbs! (He runneth, he trippeth, he falleth) 
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